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https://give.chicagolighthouse.org/campaign/562978/donate?c_src=Legacy2026

SEEING THE IMPACT,
SECURING THE FUTURE

As a member of the Corwith Hammill Society, which recognizes individuals who
have contributed to The Chicago Lighthouse for 10 years or more, J.A. is deeply
familiar and impressed with The Chicago Lighthouse’s work helping people of
all ages with vision loss.

J.A. has contributed consistently since the early 1990s. After a career that
included a 22-year stint working for Motorola’s accounting, finance, and
operations departments and 10 years at the Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago,
“The Chicago J.A. recently retired and chose to include The Lighthouse in her estate plan.
Lighthouse is Among her assets is her home, which is being held in a trust for The Chicago

i clusi Lighthouse.
very Inciusive
’ “I'm from a small family, and it was important to me to get

o t.hey offer that established as | retired,” she says. “You work hard your
Various programs | \ entire life, and you want to make sure your money is
to heIp infants, A SO distributed properly.”

toddlers, teens, L e ) A says she has been impressed with The Lighthouse’s long
adults, seniors, L — legacy of helping people who are blind or visually impaired
and Veterans live independently. On a tour of The Lighthouse in the
e B e 1990s, she witnessed the work firsthand as a teacher in

) o P8 the school helped a young girl discover a slide. “Seeing her
with their visual _ L Sl smile warmed my heart,” she says.

disabilities. J.As history of giving is also personal. When her father
This is crucial lost his vision to glaucoma, he turned to The
. Lighthouse for assistance in making his home
because it accessible so that he could continue living
empowers these independently.

'Pd'v'?luals, to. The impact of those services hit home when J.A.
live with dignity, took a tour of the agency and saw a familiar face
confidence and in the background of a picture of then-Senator
cou rage.” Barack Obama touring The Lighthouse.

“l was getting a tour, and | saw a picture of my :
father’s sister with Barack Obama,” J.A. says. “It = Coincidentally, JA's aunt appeared

. » (in the background) of a photo with
all came full circle for me. Barack Obama when he visited

The Lighthouse in 2005.

—J.A,, Lighthouse donor

This publication and other communications from The Chicago Lighthouse are not intended as legal or financial advice.
For legal advice, please consult an attorney.




THE LEGACY OF LOVE

Ben Lowenstein and his
fiancé, Justine Palefsky, are
both young professionals
in their mid-30s. They have
already begun their lives
together, and do not need
any of the traditional place
settings, small appliances,
and towels that make up
many wedding registries. So,
for their upcoming nuptials,
they are asking guests to
make contributions in their
name to organizations that
mean something to them,
including The Chicago
Lighthouse.

Ben Lowenstein and his
fiancé, Justine Palefsky

“lI grew up in Chicago and have known The
Lighthouse for over 20 years,” says Ben, whose
mother has low vision and receives services through
The Lighthouse. “We see this as an opportunity
to bring awareness to organizations that are
important to both of us.”

(The other organization on the couple’s list is Project
Avary, a San Francisco-based non-profit that offers
summer camps and other programs for at-risk youth.
Justine’s family has been involved with Project Avary
since she was a little girl.)

The decision to ask guests to contribute to The
Lighthouse and Project Avary is a way to make the
celebration of their life together even more impactful
for them and their guests. “We want something as
personal as a wedding to be a reflection of our values,’
Ben says. “The Chicago Lighthouse is a huge part of
my community—and now our communities together
—and to celebrate that is a reflection of who we are.”’

For Kate Knez, supporting
The Chicago Lighthouse
is about giving back to an
organization she considers
home. Kate is a volunteer
reader for CRIS Radio,
which provides news,
entertainment, and vital
information to people
who are blind, visually
impaired, or have difficulty
reading printed material.

Rick Brady and Kate Knez

Over more than 40 years, Kate has gotten to know
the organization, its clients, and the impact it makes
every day. “The more | learned about The Chicago
Lighthouse and the people it serves, the more | fell
in love with the mission,” she says.

Recently, Kate has become more than a volunteer
and advocate for The Lighthouse community. She
was recently diagnosed with glaucoma and macular
degeneration, and, thanks to her knowledge of The
Lighthouse, she knows resources, technology, and
other services are available should she need them.

That personal and longtime connection to The
Lighthouse led Kate to do the same as Ben and
Justine. When planning her wedding with her
husband, Rick, Kate suggested having guests make
gifts to The Lighthouse.

“The Lighthouse has become such an important
part of my life, she says. “Many of us, including my
guests, will inevitably be affected by vision loss.
Why not open up your eyes by opening up your
heart?”

You too can celebrate a special occasion like a birthday, b’nal mitzvah, or wedding by
directing your friends and family to make a gift to The Chicago Lighthouse. Contact Senior
Director for Individual Giving Lora Nickels at lora.nickels@chicagolighthouse.org or
(312) 997-3643 for more information.
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THE GIFT OF
POSSIBILITY

by Sally Schwartz

| like to think I’'m worth more to The Lighthouse
alive than dead, but after revising my will, I’'m not
so sure. And that’s okay. What I've just signed (and
notarized!) feels like an opportunity to make sure the
place that matters to me during my life gets a little love
after | die.

Everyone enters The Lighthouse’s orbit differently. For
me, it started when my eight-week-old nephew was
diagnosed with Leber Congenital Amaurosis (LCA), an
untreatable retinal disease. The diagnosis had a ripple
effect throughout the extended family. It touched all of us.

| saw what it meant for my sister and brother-in-law
to receive support for their visually impaired infant.
The Lighthouse’s Birth-to-Three Early Intervention
Program provided a lifeline through in-home support
and education. My nephew reached developmental
milestones not through miracles, but through
methodology. And my sister and brother-in-law gained
confidence to face the future with optimism.

My nephew graduated from the Birth-to-Three
Program, but | didn’t. | wanted all parents raising an
infant with low vision to have access to a Lighthouse
educator. | wanted every infant to have the chance
to develop along the expected timetable. | wanted for
others the care and attention my nephew received.

So, | joined The Lighthouse’s Associate Board. Over the
last twenty years, I've held nearly every position, and
served as president long enough to inspire term-limits.
When | ask for sponsorships and donations, | ask from
the heart. My own donations come from the same
place.

MAKE YOUR GIFT TODAY —please contact Lora Nickels at (312) 997-3643

or lora.nickels@chicagolighthouse.org.

PAYING FORWARD

Sally Schwartz and her nephew Alan Brint

In case it’s not clear, let me reiterate: I'm committed
to the Lighthouse. Which begs the question: What
elsecanldo?

You know where this is going. Though this publication
is called “The Legacy,” my decision isn’t about legacy.
It’s about one last stab at control, but in a good way. It’s
the same way researchers work to repair or reverse
vision loss, that assistive technologies help correct for
impairments, and it’s the same way gene therapies can
rewrite diagnoses.

As | age, I'm settling into an appreciation
for what | can control and what | can’t.
Most of the world spins beyond my
realm of influence. And yet....

| can control a bequest. | can, through that gift, make
sure infants benefit from The Birth-to-Three Program.
Make sure adults receive adaptive devices allowing
them to work and live independently. Make sure
everyone who feels lost when facing an overwhelming
diagnosis finds support and guidance.

We all die. So why not lean into the inevitable? Turn
it into an opportunity. It feels great offering one last
gesture of appreciation to The Lighthouse, knowing
that the gift will help others for generations to come.
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