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INVESTING IN A VISION
by Quan Leysath, founder of Pak Then Stak, LLC, and winner 
of a $25,000 prize for the Forsythe Entrepreneurial Center’s 
Business Enterprise Competition, which helps individuals with 
vision disabilities start and expand their own businesses.

I did have some business acumen, but as for actually 
taking an idea and turning it into a full-blown business, I 
did not have that skill set. The Forsythe Entrepreneurial 
Center’s Business Enterprise Competition helped me 
identify how my business idea would add value to the 
community, dig into marketing and sales strategies, and 
learn about the financial aspects of running a business.

I’m going to use this prize money to increase inventory 
and update our marketing and administrative systems. 
That way, we can grow the business faster. Entrepre-
neurship is a pathway to independence, and I thank The 
Chicago Lighthouse for providing that opportunity. 
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I learned Word and data processing 
through The Lighthouse’s office skills 

program and found a job through  
their placement program. 

The Chicago Lighthouse is a welcoming 
place that helps people succeed. 

—Maureen Heneghan, former client and 
current Seniors’ Program participant

A LIFETIME CONNECTION
by Michael Hansen, former client, employee and current volunteer

The Lighthouse has been a part of my life since I was 
6 months old, when my parents and I received the 
life changing services of the Birth-to-Three Program. 
More recently, I worked in the UI Health Customer 
Care Center from 2017-2024, where I spent the last 
three years there as a Team Lead. That experience 
helped me land a position as Director of AppleVis, the 
leading online resource for blind, deafblind, and low 
vision users of Apple products and services.

My connection with The Lighthouse continues in the 
form of volunteering with the Seniors’ Program where 
I help teach iPhone/iPad classes to older adults with 
vision loss. The Lighthouse is, and always will be, very 
near and dear to my heart. 

A THREAD OF 
CONFIDENCE AND 
INDEPENDENCE
by Paula Sprecher, former volunteer and continuing care partner 

I see the golden thread of The Chicago Lighthouse 
woven through almost every major milestone my fam-
ily has shared. For us, The Lighthouse has been more 
than a resource center; it has been a partner in our in-
dependence, a catalyst for my career, and a communi-
ty that embraced our daughters as they grew.

From meetings of the American Council of the Blind in 
the cafeteria to the high-tech training our daughters 
received as teens, The Lighthouse has touched every 
corner of our lives. It has empowered my husband, 
shaped my career, and given my daughters the tools 
to navigate the world with grace and grit.
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