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June 19, 2018

What's with the lighthouses on Michigan Avenue?
N y I

By LISA BERTAGNOLI  J
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Artist Jeff Hanson with his lighthouse, "Sailing Chicago Harbor." It and 50 other lighthouses, created by visually impaired artists, will
line Michigan Avenue from June 19 through Aug. 11.

First there were cows. Then horses, and then dogs. Now it's lighthouses.

Starting today and running through Aug. 11, 51 fanciful lighthouses will be on display along Michigan Avenue.
They're an awareness-raising campaign from Chicago Lighthouse, a 112-year-old nonprofit that helps people who
are blind and vision-impaired, veterans and all people with disabilities. The organization specifically hopes the
lighthouses will encourage employers to hire people who are blind or visually impaired. The unemployment rate for
that group is 70 percent, compared with a national rate of 3.9 percent. Plaques at each lighthouse will identify the
artist and his or her sponsor and offer viewers information on blindness and disabilities. An audio tour will provide
extra information. The displays will be accessible for people who are blind by an app, Aware, that provides audible
wayfinding.

Sign up for the free Today's Crain's newsletter

The lighthouses are the work of 103 artists, 50 of whom are blind or disabled. Most are from the Chicago area and
some participate in Project Onward, a workspace for professional artists with disabilities. Chicago Lighthouse paid
artists a stipend for their work. Chicago artist Pooja Pittie designed her lighthouse to convey "the endless optimism
and joy with which I paint," she writes in an email. Pittie, who's represented by the McCormick Gallery, has an
incurable and progressive form of muscular dystrophy. Another lighthouse, "Sailing Chicago Harbor," is meant to
evoke "warm weather, gentle breezes, full sails and carefree summer vacations," says its creator, Kansas City, Mo.-
based Jeff Hanson, who is visually impaired. The lighthouses will be auctioned off as a fundraiser after their time on
Michigan Avenue ends. Hanson's lighthouse already has a buyer: David Huber, a Chicago Lighthouse board
member and CEO of Huber Financial Services in Lincolnshire, the presenting sponsor for the lighthouse display.
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Photo by Chicago Lighthouse
A rendering of Chicago artist Pooja Pittie's lighthouse, one of 51 to line Michigan Avenue beginning June 19.

Janet Szlyk, CEO at Chicago Lighthouse, got the idea last summer after seeing statues of German shepherds
lining the Magnificent Mile. That display, a joint effort from animal shelter Paws Chicago, the Chicago Police
Department and the Chicago Memorial Police Foundation, memorialized and raised funds for fallen Chicago police
officers. "It was a great way to spread a message to a larger audience," Szlyk says. She expects the auction, plus
donations prompted by the lighthouses, to raise $250,000 to support Chicago Lighthouse's 39 programs.

More:

A workspace just for artists with disabilities

aaaaaa

https://home.chicagobusiness.com/clickshare/forceLogin.do?CSAuthReq=1&CSTargetURL=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.chicagobusiness.com%2Farticle%2F20180619%2FNEWS07%2F180619886%2Fwhats-with-the-lighthouses-on-michigan-avenue
https://home.chicagobusiness.com/clickshare/reg.do
http://www.chicagobusiness.com/section/subscribe
https://home.chicagobusiness.com/clickshare/forceLogin.do?CSAuthReq=1&CSTargetURL=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.chicagobusiness.com%2Farticle%2F20180619%2FNEWS07%2F180619886%2Fwhats-with-the-lighthouses-on-michigan-avenue
https://home.chicagobusiness.com/clickshare/reg.do
http://www.chicagobusiness.com/section/subscribe
https://home.chicagobusiness.com/clickshare/forceLogin.do?CSAuthReq=1&CSTargetURL=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.chicagobusiness.com%2Farticle%2F20180619%2FNEWS07%2F180619886%2Fwhats-with-the-lighthouses-on-michigan-avenue
https://home.chicagobusiness.com/clickshare/reg.do
http://www.chicagobusiness.com/section/subscribe
https://home.chicagobusiness.com/clickshare/forceLogin.do?CSAuthReq=1&CSTargetURL=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.chicagobusiness.com%2Farticle%2F20180619%2FNEWS07%2F180619886%2Fwhats-with-the-lighthouses-on-michigan-avenue
https://home.chicagobusiness.com/clickshare/reg.do
http://www.chicagobusiness.com/section/subscribe
https://home.chicagobusiness.com/clickshare/forceLogin.do?CSAuthReq=1&CSTargetURL=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.chicagobusiness.com%2Farticle%2F20180619%2FNEWS07%2F180619886%2Fwhats-with-the-lighthouses-on-michigan-avenue
https://home.chicagobusiness.com/clickshare/reg.do
http://www.chicagobusiness.com/section/subscribe
https://home.chicagobusiness.com/clickshare/forceLogin.do?CSAuthReq=1&CSTargetURL=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.chicagobusiness.com%2Farticle%2F20180619%2FNEWS07%2F180619886%2Fwhats-with-the-lighthouses-on-michigan-avenue
https://home.chicagobusiness.com/clickshare/reg.do
http://www.chicagobusiness.com/section/subscribe
https://www.dnainfo.com/chicago/20170724/downtown/k9s-for-cops-german-shepherd-statues-painted-paws-chicago-police-fallen-officers-canines/
http://www.chicagobusiness.com/article/20150326/ISSUE01/150329952/a-workspace-just-for-artists-with-disabilities
http://www.chicagobusiness.com/
http://www.chicagobusiness.com/
http://www.chicagobusiness.com/
http://www.chicagobusiness.com/
http://www.chicagobusiness.com/
http://www.chicagobusiness.com/


a Login

Register

Subscribe

a Login

Register

Subscribe

a Login

Register

Subscribe

a Login

Register

Subscribe

a Login

Register

Subscribe

a Login

Register

Subscribe

Non Profits and Philanthropy aaaaaa

https://home.chicagobusiness.com/clickshare/forceLogin.do?CSAuthReq=1&CSTargetURL=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.chicagobusiness.com%2Farticle%2F20180619%2FNEWS07%2F180619886%2Fwhats-with-the-lighthouses-on-michigan-avenue
https://home.chicagobusiness.com/clickshare/reg.do
http://www.chicagobusiness.com/section/subscribe
https://home.chicagobusiness.com/clickshare/forceLogin.do?CSAuthReq=1&CSTargetURL=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.chicagobusiness.com%2Farticle%2F20180619%2FNEWS07%2F180619886%2Fwhats-with-the-lighthouses-on-michigan-avenue
https://home.chicagobusiness.com/clickshare/reg.do
http://www.chicagobusiness.com/section/subscribe
https://home.chicagobusiness.com/clickshare/forceLogin.do?CSAuthReq=1&CSTargetURL=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.chicagobusiness.com%2Farticle%2F20180619%2FNEWS07%2F180619886%2Fwhats-with-the-lighthouses-on-michigan-avenue
https://home.chicagobusiness.com/clickshare/reg.do
http://www.chicagobusiness.com/section/subscribe
https://home.chicagobusiness.com/clickshare/forceLogin.do?CSAuthReq=1&CSTargetURL=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.chicagobusiness.com%2Farticle%2F20180619%2FNEWS07%2F180619886%2Fwhats-with-the-lighthouses-on-michigan-avenue
https://home.chicagobusiness.com/clickshare/reg.do
http://www.chicagobusiness.com/section/subscribe
https://home.chicagobusiness.com/clickshare/forceLogin.do?CSAuthReq=1&CSTargetURL=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.chicagobusiness.com%2Farticle%2F20180619%2FNEWS07%2F180619886%2Fwhats-with-the-lighthouses-on-michigan-avenue
https://home.chicagobusiness.com/clickshare/reg.do
http://www.chicagobusiness.com/section/subscribe
https://home.chicagobusiness.com/clickshare/forceLogin.do?CSAuthReq=1&CSTargetURL=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.chicagobusiness.com%2Farticle%2F20180619%2FNEWS07%2F180619886%2Fwhats-with-the-lighthouses-on-michigan-avenue
https://home.chicagobusiness.com/clickshare/reg.do
http://www.chicagobusiness.com/section/subscribe
http://www.chicagobusiness.com/section/news?tagid=4344
http://oascentral.chicagobusiness.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.chicagobusiness.com/daily-headlines/consumer/article_20180619180619886/L39/1423953947/x11/crain/CBO_OZ_McDonald-Hopkins_Breaking-News_RON_MLT_061818@CBO_OZ_McDonald-Hopkins_Breaking-News_RON_MLT_061818_Desktop/CBO_OZ_McDonald-Hopkins_Breaking-News_RON_MLT_061818_D_300_IMG.html/3051496b456c737065484d4143414470
http://oascentral.chicagobusiness.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.chicagobusiness.com/daily-headlines/consumer/article_20180619180619886/L39/95737841/x12/crain/CBO_OZ_Northwestern-McCormick_Thread_RON_MLT_280518@2517804/CBO_OZ_Northwestern-McCormick_Threa_RON_MLT_280518_D_300_IMG_MEM.html/3051496b456c737065484d4143414470
http://www.chicagobusiness.com/
http://www.chicagobusiness.com/
http://www.chicagobusiness.com/
http://www.chicagobusiness.com/
http://www.chicagobusiness.com/
http://www.chicagobusiness.com/


a Login

Register

Subscribe

a Login

Register

Subscribe

a Login

Register

Subscribe

a Login

Register

Subscribe

a Login

Register

Subscribe

a Login

Register

Subscribe

TELL US WHAT'S ON YOUR MIND

Share your thoughts on Twitter, Facebook, LinkedIn and Google+.

J F H v

Recommended for You

United, American Airlines to feds: Do not put detained immigrant kids on our flights

Harrison Street cuts $240 million medical office deal

Sponsored Content:
Experience Luxury in the West Loop

aaaaaa

https://home.chicagobusiness.com/clickshare/forceLogin.do?CSAuthReq=1&CSTargetURL=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.chicagobusiness.com%2Farticle%2F20180619%2FNEWS07%2F180619886%2Fwhats-with-the-lighthouses-on-michigan-avenue
https://home.chicagobusiness.com/clickshare/reg.do
http://www.chicagobusiness.com/section/subscribe
https://home.chicagobusiness.com/clickshare/forceLogin.do?CSAuthReq=1&CSTargetURL=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.chicagobusiness.com%2Farticle%2F20180619%2FNEWS07%2F180619886%2Fwhats-with-the-lighthouses-on-michigan-avenue
https://home.chicagobusiness.com/clickshare/reg.do
http://www.chicagobusiness.com/section/subscribe
https://home.chicagobusiness.com/clickshare/forceLogin.do?CSAuthReq=1&CSTargetURL=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.chicagobusiness.com%2Farticle%2F20180619%2FNEWS07%2F180619886%2Fwhats-with-the-lighthouses-on-michigan-avenue
https://home.chicagobusiness.com/clickshare/reg.do
http://www.chicagobusiness.com/section/subscribe
https://home.chicagobusiness.com/clickshare/forceLogin.do?CSAuthReq=1&CSTargetURL=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.chicagobusiness.com%2Farticle%2F20180619%2FNEWS07%2F180619886%2Fwhats-with-the-lighthouses-on-michigan-avenue
https://home.chicagobusiness.com/clickshare/reg.do
http://www.chicagobusiness.com/section/subscribe
https://home.chicagobusiness.com/clickshare/forceLogin.do?CSAuthReq=1&CSTargetURL=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.chicagobusiness.com%2Farticle%2F20180619%2FNEWS07%2F180619886%2Fwhats-with-the-lighthouses-on-michigan-avenue
https://home.chicagobusiness.com/clickshare/reg.do
http://www.chicagobusiness.com/section/subscribe
https://home.chicagobusiness.com/clickshare/forceLogin.do?CSAuthReq=1&CSTargetURL=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.chicagobusiness.com%2Farticle%2F20180619%2FNEWS07%2F180619886%2Fwhats-with-the-lighthouses-on-michigan-avenue
https://home.chicagobusiness.com/clickshare/reg.do
http://www.chicagobusiness.com/section/subscribe
https://twitter.com/CrainsChicago?lang=en
https://www.facebook.com/crainschicago/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/6260/
https://plus.google.com/+crainschicago
http://oascentral.chicagobusiness.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.chicagobusiness.com/daily-headlines/consumer/article_20180619180619886/L39/310597488/x03/crain/CBO_OZ_Wintrust_M10_RON_MLT_010118@CBO_OZ_Wintrust_M10_RON_MLT_010118_Desktop_0319/CBO_OZ_Wintrust_M10_RON_MLT_010118_DES_728_IMG_0319_2.html/3051496b456c737065484d4143414470
https://twitter.com/CrainsChicago
https://www.facebook.com/crainschicago
https://www.linkedin.com/company/crain%27s-chicago-business
http://www.chicagobusiness.com/section/news-all&template=rss&mime=xml
http://oascentral.chicagobusiness.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.chicagobusiness.com/daily-headlines/consumer/article_20180619180619886/L39/479045140/x21/crain/CBO_OZ_UI-Health_M10_RON_MLT_180618@2516225/CBO_OZ_UI-Health_M10_RON_MLT_180618_DES_600_IMG.html/3051496b456c737065484d4143414470
http://www.chicagobusiness.com/article/20180620/NEWS02/180629985/united-american-airlines-to-feds-do-not-put-detained-immigrant-kids-on-our-flights?ite=60518&ito=1145&itq=4c4e31fa-e008-47b7-b738-3ce9ed38f8c3&itx%5Bidio%5D=8148018
http://www.chicagobusiness.com/article/20180620/CRED03/180629984/harrison-street-cuts-240-million-medical-office-deal?ite=60517&ito=1145&itq=4c4e31fa-e008-47b7-b738-3ce9ed38f8c3&itx%5Bidio%5D=8148018
http://www.chicagobusiness.com/custom-media/luxury-home-article/20180613/180609909/experience-luxury-in-the-west-loop?ite=56177&ito=1146&itq=33629914-ba54-4e42-a8f8-eccb6d692186&itx%5Bidio%5D=8148018
http://www.chicagobusiness.com/
http://www.chicagobusiness.com/
http://www.chicagobusiness.com/
http://www.chicagobusiness.com/
http://www.chicagobusiness.com/
http://www.chicagobusiness.com/


a Login

Register

Subscribe

a Login

Register

Subscribe

a Login

Register

Subscribe

a Login

Register

Subscribe

a Login

Register

Subscribe

a Login

Register

Subscribe

Privacy Policy • Terms of Service • AdChoices

Copyright © 2018 Crain Communication, Inc.

Company ▶

Connect ▶

Advertise ▶

aaaaaa

https://home.chicagobusiness.com/clickshare/forceLogin.do?CSAuthReq=1&CSTargetURL=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.chicagobusiness.com%2Farticle%2F20180619%2FNEWS07%2F180619886%2Fwhats-with-the-lighthouses-on-michigan-avenue
https://home.chicagobusiness.com/clickshare/reg.do
http://www.chicagobusiness.com/section/subscribe
https://home.chicagobusiness.com/clickshare/forceLogin.do?CSAuthReq=1&CSTargetURL=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.chicagobusiness.com%2Farticle%2F20180619%2FNEWS07%2F180619886%2Fwhats-with-the-lighthouses-on-michigan-avenue
https://home.chicagobusiness.com/clickshare/reg.do
http://www.chicagobusiness.com/section/subscribe
https://home.chicagobusiness.com/clickshare/forceLogin.do?CSAuthReq=1&CSTargetURL=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.chicagobusiness.com%2Farticle%2F20180619%2FNEWS07%2F180619886%2Fwhats-with-the-lighthouses-on-michigan-avenue
https://home.chicagobusiness.com/clickshare/reg.do
http://www.chicagobusiness.com/section/subscribe
https://home.chicagobusiness.com/clickshare/forceLogin.do?CSAuthReq=1&CSTargetURL=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.chicagobusiness.com%2Farticle%2F20180619%2FNEWS07%2F180619886%2Fwhats-with-the-lighthouses-on-michigan-avenue
https://home.chicagobusiness.com/clickshare/reg.do
http://www.chicagobusiness.com/section/subscribe
https://home.chicagobusiness.com/clickshare/forceLogin.do?CSAuthReq=1&CSTargetURL=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.chicagobusiness.com%2Farticle%2F20180619%2FNEWS07%2F180619886%2Fwhats-with-the-lighthouses-on-michigan-avenue
https://home.chicagobusiness.com/clickshare/reg.do
http://www.chicagobusiness.com/section/subscribe
https://home.chicagobusiness.com/clickshare/forceLogin.do?CSAuthReq=1&CSTargetURL=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.chicagobusiness.com%2Farticle%2F20180619%2FNEWS07%2F180619886%2Fwhats-with-the-lighthouses-on-michigan-avenue
https://home.chicagobusiness.com/clickshare/reg.do
http://www.chicagobusiness.com/section/subscribe
http://www.chicagobusiness.com/section/privacy-policy
http://www.chicagobusiness.com/section/terms-of-use
http://www.chicagobusiness.com/
http://www.chicagobusiness.com/
http://www.chicagobusiness.com/
http://www.chicagobusiness.com/
http://www.chicagobusiness.com/
http://www.chicagobusiness.com/

