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“I used to look in the mirror and 

wonder what my purpose is. And 

at the same time I used to wonder 

what perfect is. That’s when I 

realized inside of me is where 

perfect lives. You are looking at 

the perfect kid.”

Lyrics by Martell Hill,  
Lighthouse employee and rap music artist



what we do
The Chicago Lighthouse is a world-
renowned social service organization 
serving the blind, visually impaired, 
disabled and Veteran communities. 
Recognized as a pioneer in innovation 
since 1906, The Chicago Lighthouse 
provides vision rehabilitation services, 
education, employment opportunities and 
assistive technology for people of all ages.



Richard H. Schnadig 
Chair, Board of Directors

Dear Friends,

Reflecting on the celebration of our 110th anniversary in 2016, we are struck by the countless number of 
individuals whose lives have been profoundly changed by The Chicago Lighthouse.  Examples abound of people 
who either found their niche here or developed the skills to land important positions elsewhere.  We have been 
both a trendsetter in providing innovative employment opportunities and an incubator helping people who are 
blind, visually impaired or disabled realize their talents.

That proud tradition continues to the present day and is reflected on the cover of this year’s annual report:  “Leading 
Edge.”  We showcase 14 exceptional young people who through their extraordinary accomplishments have left an 
indelible mark on our organization or have gone on to pursue promising academic or professional careers thanks 
to what they learned here.  

Among them are Sandy Murillo who is realizing her dream of becoming a journalist thanks to being able to write 
her own Lighthouse blog that has gained a global audience.  Another is Brett Shishkoff who is getting hands-on 
experience as a broadcaster through his work in our CRIS Radio program.  There are also Daniela Estrada who 
is pursuing a law degree from Cornell University thanks in part to a Lighthouse scholarship, and Richard Schultz 
who is being groomed to open his own vending business thanks to invaluable training he received in our customer 
service centers.

You can read more about them and the ten other young leaders we profile in these pages.  We guarantee that you 
will be inspired by their stories of courage and determination!

As we move forward and begin the next chapter in our rich history, we look forward to reporting on other exciting 
developments in our community of comprehensive care.

On behalf of all the people whose lives you’ve touched through your generous support, we thank you!

 

Janet P. Szlyk, Ph.D. 
President and Chief Executive Officer



Leading edge
Underlying everything we do at The Chicago Lighthouse is our commitment to advancing opportunities 
for the people we serve.  That is why we invest in the education of aspiring students through our 
Scholarship Program, ensuring their ability to thrive in a challenging economy.  It is why we offer 
meaningful jobs in our Social Enterprises that help launch careers, mold passions and empower 
independence.  It is why we advocate for Early Intervention, so that infants with vision loss grow 
up to be leaders, changing the course for those who follow in their footsteps.

Our continued focus on expanding opportunity is what keeps us, and our audience, on the leading 
edge.  This year’s annual report features many of our young leaders whose lives have been forever 
changed by The Lighthouse.  They represent not only the impact of the important work we do here 
every day, but the legacy of our work for years to come.

These young leaders are the future and we are proud to play a critical role in their achievements.

The new look of leadership
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Through various Lighthouse roles 
ranging from customer service 
representative to legal assistant, 
Megan Craig has learned how to 
interact with all kinds of people and 
assist them with their problems.  

“I get so much satisfaction from help-
ing patients through difficult medical 
situations by providing them with in-
formation they need,” she says.

Megan claims that the chance to hone 
her people skills at The Lighthouse 
has better prepared her for pursuing 
a career as an attorney specializing in 
disability law.

For others living with vision loss, 
she advises:  “Don’t allow your lack 
of sight to hinder you from reaching 
your goals!” 
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Tyler Bachelder was so eager to take 
advantage of Lighthouse services 
that he literally pulled up stakes in 
Indiana and relocated to Chicago 
even though he didn’t know anyone 
here.  

“As someone who is visually impaired, 
I want to thank The Lighthouse for 
fostering a sense of community in a 
city that is new to me and giving me 
a chance to begin my career journey.”

Tyler, who settled in nearby Pilsen, 
landed a position as an agent in our 
UI Health Customer Care Center.

“I wanted to utilize all the attractions 
and resources that the city has to 
offer.” 
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A past recipient of a Lighthouse 
scholarship, Daniela Estrada gradu-
ated with honors from the University 
of Chicago. Though blind, she has 
never let her disability stop her from 
achieving her goals.  

Hoping to save money for law 
school, she worked in our UI Health 
Customer Care Center, winning 
praise for her outstanding service.

With her exemplary academic 
record, familiarity with the concerns 
of immigrants and love for the law, it 
is no surprise that Daniela wants to 
pursue a legal career.

Daniela now studies at Cornell 
University Law School where she 
plans to use her training to assist 
immigrants.
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Not only has Martell Hill received 
care for his vision loss at The 
Lighthouse but his goal of becoming 
a rap artist has been nurtured by the 
organization as well!

“The people here have taught me that 
you can’t let your vision loss stop you 
from going out there and pursuing 
your dreams!”

In fact, he mentions the Lighthouse 
doctors who have helped him in his 
latest rap song, “Walk by Faith.”

“I wanted to thank them in a unique 
and special way,” Martell laughs.

He credits his job as a customer 
service center representative at The 
Lighthouse for providing him with 
the financial means to pursue his rap 
career.
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As someone who has a disability 
herself, Megan Frankenbach is 
grateful to work for such a caring 
organization that provides a 
supportive environment for people 
who are visually impaired.  

Megan, who first joined the agency 
in 2011, now works as an assistant in 
our Seniors Program where she helps 
develop curriculum, schedule classes 
and supports program participants.  

She also works as an administrative 
assistant, greeting visitors and 
offering referral information.  

Megan’s experience at The Light-
house has motivated her to continue 
her education and enroll in graduate 
school in the near future.
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Dawn Hale, who began as an intern, 
worked her way into a full-time 
position as a contract close-out 
specialist in our CMS program. 

Dawn, who is also a busy mom, found 
peace of mind when she enrolled 
her daughter, Madison, in The Light-
house Preschool. Besides having her 
daughter nearby and in the hands of 
people she trusted, Madison learned 
empathy for her mother’s vision loss 
as she played with other preschool-
ers who were visually impaired.

Dawn’s achievements at The 
Lighthouse led to a 2015 nomination 
for the prestigious Milton J. 
Samuelson Career Achievement 
Award from National Industries for 
the Blind.
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“I’m so glad The Lighthouse was here 
for me when I was ready to face my 
vision loss and get on with my life.” 

Frank Musso was pursuing an 
accounting degree at Marquette 
University when his vision loss halted 
his education.   It took him five years 
before he came to terms with it and 
to seek Lighthouse support. 

When he was hired at the UI Health 
Customer Care Center last year, 
Frank was happy to be in front in of a 
computer again.

With our support, he has regained 
confidence and is back in school 
part-time to complete his bachelor’s 
degree.
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idWhen Sandy Murillo was just 

a baby, she lost her vision.  Her 
parents learned from Sandy’s doctor 
about our Birth-to-Three Early 
Intervention program.  They enrolled 
her in the program and became active 
participants as well.

Sandy, who attributes her “can 
do” attitude to this beginning, also 
credits The Lighthouse for enabling 
her to pursue a journalism career.

A graduate of the University of Illinois, 
she authors her own Lighthouse blog, 
“Sandy’s View,” focusing on disability 
issues and is an associate producer 
on “The Beacon” radio show.

In addition, she writes grants so the 
programs that helped her will be able 
to help others.
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He likes to march to his own drummer.

That explains why Jim Neitzel left 
the Florida sunshine where he spent 
most of his life to return to his native 
Chicago where he found world class 
vision care and a promising career at 
The Lighthouse.

Today, Jim Neitzel is senior manager 
of planning and analytics for all our 
social enterprise operations.  His 
nimble mind and deep analytical skill 
set earned him a position that was 
created especially for him.

“I love working here,” he smiles. 
“In addition to all its innovative 
programs, people like me who are 
visually impaired, are treated with 
dignity and respect!”
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Marina Salman is grateful to The 
Lighthouse not only for awarding 
her a scholarship in 2013, but for 
inspiring her to become an advocate 
on behalf of others with disabilities.

As Marina said, quoting the 
character Rocky, “It ain’t about 
how hard you can hit, it’s about 
how hard you can get hit and keep 
moving forward!”

A second year graduate student, 
she eventually hopes to become a 
licensed clinical sports psychologist 
for a professional team. 

Marina, who has excelled as a 
volunteer, also wants to become 
a social activist for the disabled 
community.
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Richard Schultz credits The Light-
house for giving him experiences 
that he can “put under my belt for fu-
ture endeavors.”

He has worn many hats at the agen-
cy: customer service representative, 
computer trainer and appointment 
scheduler.  

In addition, Richard, who has a BA 
in human services, attended night 
school and earned a massage thera-
py degree.  

He is now in the State of Illinois Vend-
ing Program, getting ready to own his 
own business.  Richard also plays on 
the Chicago Comets beep ball team.  

His advice is to network like crazy, 
get an education and interact with 
others who are blind. 
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For as long as he can remember, Brett 
Shishkoff, who is visually impaired, 
wanted to pursue a broadcasting 
career.  Thanks to The Lighthouse, he 
is well on his way!

Brett went on to earn an associate’s 
degree in audio production.  While 
a patient of our Pangere Center 
for Inherited Retinal Diseases, he 
accepted an internship with The 
Lighthouse’s CRIS Radio Program.

The internship gave him invaluable 
experience, including co-hosting a 
sports talk program.

“I’ll always be grateful to The 
Lighthouse for giving me this amazing 
opportunity,” he smiles.
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When Samantha Smolka urges 
others who are visually impaired 
to not let their disability keep them 
down, she means it!

“I was the first visually impaired track 
athlete at my college, and it was an 
amazing experience,” she smiles.

Samantha, who is a past Birth to 
Three participant at The Lighthouse, 
thanks the agency for boosting her 
self-confidence, introducing her to 
new technology and nurturing her 
interest in becoming a teacher of 
students who are visually impaired.

Having excelled in high school, she 
hopes to graduate at the head of her 
class at NIU and land a spot on the 
2020 Paralympic Goalball team. 
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In his time with The Lighthouse, 
Peter Tucic, who has been blind 
since childhood, gained a reputation 
as a “renaissance man!”

Peter won praise for counseling 
customers in our Tools for Living 
Store about utilizing devices that 
were most suitable for their level of 
vision loss.  He also assisted callers 
around the world, who are visually 
impaired, with their computer 
problems while staffing our national 
Help Desk.

His outstanding Lighthouse record 
propelled him into a lead position 
with HumanWare, a global leader 
in assistive technologies for people 
with low vision.

Peter also wows audiences when 
performing as a drummer!
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featured models are pictured in the 
iconic Macy’s State Street showroom 
in downtown Chicago.  The building, 
designed by famous Chicago architect 
Daniel H. Burnham in the early 1900s, 
was originally constructed and owned by 
Marshall Field’s.

The setting provided a perfect backdrop 
for this year’s annual report, which 
celebrates the 110-year legacy of The 
Chicago Lighthouse as one of our city’s 
oldest and most comprehensive social 
service organizations.

Macy’s has been a generous partner to 
The Chicago Lighthouse.  Special thanks 
to Shayna Simms with Macy’s 111 Events 
for arranging the photo shoot location; 
Julie Maus with myStylist @ Macy’s; and 
Jose Rangel with Pure Beauty Salon & Spa 
for styling our young leaders.

Photographs by Michael Carr.
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When Winona Hood brought her friends together 
on Chicago’s West Side in 1906 to provide food and 
clothing for Chicagoans who were blind or visually 
impaired, little did she know that the group was 
laying the foundation for what 
would become one of the nation’s 
most comprehensive social service 
organizations.

Throughout its history, the people 
who influenced the path of The 
Chicago Lighthouse were focused 
on staying relevant to the people 
that they served. Whether it was 
Edith Swift and her colleagues who 
developed our Industries Programs 
that provided employment to 
hundreds of people who were blind 
during her 29 years as Executive 
Director, or Milton Samuelson who 
founded our Children’s Development 
Center in order to offer an education 
to children with disabilities too severe for them to be 
mainstreamed in other schools.

In 2014, The Chicago Lighthouse expanded its role by 
also meeting the employment needs of people with 
other disabilities and military Veterans. We’re very 

proud to say that over 50 percent of our employees 
in our customer service centers are blind, visually 
impaired, disabled or Veterans. In addition, 10 percent 
of our overall staff are Veterans. 

To continue building on our proud 
legacy and to prepare for the needs of 
our community in the next 110 years, 
The Lighthouse also announced plans 
to develop a new wing housing the 
Seniors Program that is set to open 
later this year.  This program supports 
nearly 100 senior participants 
through activities that enhance 
independence, develop critical skills 
and foster a sense of community 
for seniors who are blind or visually 
impaired.

Funded through the generosity of our 
Board Member and gracious benefac-
tor Beatrice C. Mayer, the expanded 
area will offer greater accommoda-

tions and state-of-the-art facilities for both our Se-
niors Program and Vision Quest, a rhythm and blues 
band housed at The Chicago Lighthouse and com-
prised of adults with significant visual impairments 
and other disabilities.

Lighthouse celebrates 110th Anniversary in 2016

1906 ~ 2016
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In addition, it will include a gallery space 
to showcase historical highlights in 
the dynamic partnership between The 
Lighthouse and our good friends, the 
Lions, who are celebrating their centennial 
anniversary in 2017. The Lions gallery is 
being made possible through a generous 
Legacy Grant from the Lions Clubs  
International Foundation. The renovation 
plan also includes a community room, 
Hamill Hall, made possible by the Hamill 
Family Foundation; an outdoor patio 
space donated by the Barker Welfare 
Foundation in honor of Catherine Barker 
Hickox; and the Roberta R. Kaplan Rose 
Garden supported by her wonderful sons, 
Doug, Bob and Matt. 

The Chicago Lighthouse, along with our 
generous donors and partners, continues 
to be on the leading edge of social 
services.  By broadening our community 
reach through relevant and supportive 
programs, we continue to be the “beacon of 

hope” that we’ve always been.

From the early days until now, creating employment 
opportunities for individuals who are blind or visually 
impaired through industries has been at the forefront 
of what we do. At right, a woman assembles telephone 
parts for Western Electric. Circa mid-century. 



“When you see  

all the children playing  

together, there’s no separation 

between those who have  

vision and those who don’t.   

For our children, it’s simply  

about working and  

playing together.”



The Judy and Ray McCaskey Preschool Program has 
been charting new territory since it was established 
in 2014, becoming the first blended preschool in the 
Midwest for students with and without visual impair-
ments and other disabilities.  Since opening its doors, 
the program has helped cultivate empathy and foster 
a diverse learning environment for our community’s 
youngest students.

In 2016, the program marked a new first, welcoming 
two totally blind students into its cohort.  “Rachelle 
and Carlos are our first participants with no sight at 
all and they are a wonderful addition to our program,” 
says Principal Lee Burklund.  “When you see all the 
children playing together, there’s no separation be-
tween those who have vision and those who don’t.  For 
our children, it’s simply about working and playing to-
gether.”  In addition to Rachelle and Carlos, this year’s 
class includes four students who are visually impaired 
and 14 who are sighted, for a total of 20 participants.

Rachelle and Carlos receive supplemental support 
from Lighthouse staff to help them develop early mo-
bility skills, like navigating with a white cane.  Orienta-
tion and Mobility Specialist Jaret Bozigian meets with 
the students weekly on various mobility techniques.  
“It is rewarding to work with students at this age be-
cause they really want to explore their environment.  
The white cane and the skills involved give them the 

tools to do so,” says Bozigian.  

In addition, preschool staff members provide special-
ized pre-Braille instruction to Rachelle and Carlos, 
helping them to develop early literacy skills.  All stu-
dents enrolled in the program are exposed to Braille 
as part of the curriculum’s learning 
objectives.  For Rachelle and Car-
los, the importance of learn-
ing Braille from a young age 
is more critical, as literacy 
success among those who 
are blind depends upon 
their ability to read and 
write Braille.

“We set out to create an 
environment where all 
children thrive, wheth-
er they have disabilities 
or not,” says Principal 
Burklund.  “Now, we have 
positive evidence that we 
are achieving that for all 
children who walk through 
our doors.” 

Preschool Welcomes Two Totally Blind Students

At right: Jaret guides Carlos with 
white cane.  Opposite: Rachelle (left) 
and Morgan enjoy audible toys.
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When Elbra Jajou graduated from high school in 2015, 
he didn’t have a plan in place for what would come 
next.  He was not ready to pursue higher education, 
nor did he feel equipped to apply for a job, having no 
prior work experience.  Being visually impaired, he 
feared employers would 
consider him a liability and 
disregard his application.  
He fell into a comfortable 
routine of sleeping in and 
playing video games at his 
parents’ home, though he 
ultimately wanted more 
from life.

Elbra’s story represents 
a challenge facing many 
teens with visual impair-
ments as they transition 
into adulthood.  Recog-
nizing the need for a ser-
vice that targets this criti-
cal phase of development, The Chicago Lighthouse 
launched the Youth Transition Program in 2016, led 
by Shelle Hamer, who has fostered the education of 
youth who are visually impaired for 35 years. The 
Youth Transition Program offers engaging opportuni-
ties for teens to cultivate new skills, develop profes-

sional goals and establish a network of colleagues and 
mentors.

“This program is a dream come true for me,” says 
Hamer.  “I see the gap between the classroom and the 
real world.  The support needed to make the transition 

is often missing from the 
curriculum for students with 
severe vision impairments.”  
With that wisdom, Shelle 
designed a unique set of 
workshops and immersion 
programs that address 
personal, vocational, social 
and educational aspects of 
the transition process.

Thanks to The Chicago 
Lighthouse, Elbra’s story 
ends on a positive note.  The 
Youth Transition Program 
gave Elbra the tools to launch 
his career and realize a bright 

future for himself.  He was interviewed and offered an 
eight-week internship at Mariano’s.  After just one 
week as an intern, he received his first real job offer, 
which he proudly accepted.  “It’s pretty cool what I get 
to do for work every day,” says Elbra, with a big smile 
and his head held high.

Transitioning to a Bright Future

Participants of The Lighthouse’s Youth Transition Program 
eagerly awaiting their internship interviews. 
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Through his participation in the Youth Transition Program at 
Chicago Lighthouse North, Elbra was hired as an employee 
in the meat and demo departments at Mariano’s Fresh 
Market in Glenview, Illinois.



Lighthouse Scholarships Change Lives

$850K
has been awarded to help 
those who are blind or visually 
impaired pursue their college 
dreams.

An immigration lawyer, mechanical engineer, linguist 
and even a bluegrass musician!

These rewarding careers and many other exciting 
opportunities are now in reach to outstanding students 
who are blind, visually impaired, disabled and Veterans, 
thanks to The Chicago Lighthouse’s innovative 
Scholarship Program.

Co-chaired by Lighthouse Board Members Dr. 
Joel Kaplan and Marv Lader, the program awarded 
scholarships to 48 deserving students in 2016.  The 
total amount raised for the program last year was 
$113,000.

“This is one of the most fulfilling and personally 
rewarding projects I have undertaken as a Board 
member,” Dr. Kaplan observed.

He noted that since the program was launched in 
2004, Lighthouse scholarships have helped nearly 500 
students, who are blind or visually impaired, realize 
their dream of a college education.

“Whenever I speak with these 
talented young men and women, 
I can’t help feeling that the 
future of our country is in very 
good hands,” noted Mr. Lader.

Among past recipients is Daniela 
Estrada, one of the “Leading 
Edge” candidates profiled in this 
year’s annual report. 

Ms. Estrada, who applied her 
scholarship award to studying 
at the University of Chicago, is 
currently pursuing a law degree at Cornell University. 

For her achievements, she was chosen to address last 
year’s recipients.

“Always believe in yourself and don’t let anyone tell 
you that you can’t succeed, because you can!” she told 
the recipients and their families, who responded with 
rousing applause.

Since 2004,  
nearly 

scholarships  
500

and over

Daniela Estrada deliv-
ers an inspiring speech 
at the 2016 Scholarship 
Awards Luncheon.
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A funny thing hap-
pened to Megan 
Goldish on her way 
to co-chairing The 
Chicago Lighthouse 
Junior Board.  Over 
a decade ago, Megan 
volunteered with a 
group of classmates 
from Second City 
to read on CRIS 
Radio.  Wanting to 
learn more, Megan 
returned to take a 
tour of the Agency.  

Her tour guide’s story of receiving vision saving ser-
vices at The Lighthouse as a toddler spoke to her heart 
and sparked her passion for the Birth-to-Three Early 
Childhood Intervention Program.   However, what’s 
funny is that being in service to people who are blind 
or visually impaired may have been in her DNA all 
along. 

Growing up, Megan recalls her parents’ deep involve-
ment with charitable causes and their lesson to do all 
that she could to help others.  When she mentioned 
her engagement with The Chicago Lighthouse, she 
hadn’t remembered her parents’ affinity for helping 

those who are blind or visually impaired.  After telling 
them, they relayed that they were well-acquainted 
with The Lighthouse’s mission and couldn’t have been 
more proud of her choice to get involved.

Today, Megan co-chairs The Chicago Lighthouse’s 
Junior Board, a group of young professionals 
dedicated to raising funds and awareness for our 
Childrens’ Programs, including the Birth-to-Three  
Program.  Megan’s fun-loving spirit and contagious 
enthusiasm has helped to grow the Junior Board from 
a group of 10 to over 40.  What makes Megan proud?  
When Junior Board events outgrow their original 
spaces, which means even more people have learned 
about The Lighthouse and the Childrens’ Programs, 
especially  the Birth-to-Three Program.

Megan Goldish—PUTTING THE FUN IN Philanthropy

Megan Goldish, Chicago Lighthouse 
Junior Board Co-Chair

Megan rallies the crowd at the Annual Sweets for Sight fundraiser 
with Board Members, Holly Brown and Adam Zebelian.

For more information about getting involved in the Junior Board, please call 

Lindsay Inglis, Senior Manager of Special Events, at (312) 447-3448 or email her 

at lindsay.inglis@chicagolighthouse.org.
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$1,000,000+
Anonymous
Mr. and Mrs. Charles L. Barancik
The Chicago Community Trust
The Chicago Lighthouse  

Associate Board
Frank J. Fitzgerald Trust
Mr. Corwith Hamill*
Mrs. Beatrice C. Mayer
Mazza Foundation
North Suburban Healthcare 

Foundation
Robert R. McCormick Foundation
United Way of Metropolitan 

Chicago

$500,000-$999,999
Anonymous
Mrs. Lindy Bergman*
The Berner Charitable and 

Scholarship Foundation
Eleanor W. Browning Trust
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation
Crown Family Philanthropies
Elizabeth Z. Drew Trust
Mr. and Mrs. Richard A Forsythe
Julius N. Frankel Foundation
Mr. Arthur* and Mrs. Esther Kane
Kresge Foundation
Mrs. Tina Lavezzorio*
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond McCaskey
Fred Mickina Estate
Microsoft Corporation
Irvin Newgren Trust
Polk Bros. Foundation
Dr. Scholl Foundation

The Searle Funds at The Chicago 
Community Trust

Wohlers Family Foundation

$250,000-$499,999
Anonymous
The Barker Welfare Foundation
Elizabeth Bartels Trust
BlueCross and BlueShield of Illinois
The Boeing Company
Kate Charshan Trust
JPMorgan Chase Foundation
Cless Family Foundation
The Foundation Fighting Blindness
Lloyd A. Fry Foundation
Benjamin Benedict Green-Field 

Foundation
The Harris Family Foundation
Carrye & Abraham S. Hart Fund
The Healthcare Foundation of 

Highland Park
Ralph Juchcinski Trust
Dr. and Mrs. Joel A. Kaplan
Lions Clubs International 

Foundation
George Martin Sus Trust
Edmond and Alice Opler 

Foundation
The Retirement Research 

Foundation
Anita Swanstrom Trust
Dollie Swarts Memorial Trust
Elvira Teel Trust

$100,000-$249,999
Anonymous (6)
The L & R Anixter Foundation
Mr. Bernard J. Beazley*
The Blowitz-Ridgeway Foundation
William* and Rita Bold
BP Amoco, PLC
Helen Brach Foundation
Bridgeview Bank Group
Fred J. Brunner Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Franklin A. Chanen
CompTIA Educational Foundation
Ernst & Young LLP
Henry Erskine, Jr. Marital and 

Family Trust
Exelon Corporation
The Field Foundation of Illinois
Samuel & Etta Garras Trust
H. Dennis Giertz
Max Goldenberg Foundation
The Robert J. Gunterberg 

Charitable Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce R. Hague
Hamill Family Foundation
The Irving Harris Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. David Huber
Bernard Jaffee Trust
Evelyn L. Kilker Trust
Marjorie Klecar Trust
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Konrath
Mr. Donald W. Krumrey
Ms. Shirley Langridge
Mrs. Mary E. Liebman*
Lions of Illinois Foundation
Irma Lobe Trust
Locke Lord LLP

Russell Marshall Trust
McDonald’s Corporation
Arthur R. Metz Fund,  

Globe Foundation
Michael Reese Health Trust
Ronald McDonald House Charities
Carl H. Sandin Trust
Florence Schaffenegger Trust
The Siragusa Foundation
Lois Smith Estate
SmithBarney Citigroup, Inc.
Special Kids Foundation
The Edward S. Sprague Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Roger Stone
Topfer Family Foundation
Abbie E. Tyrrell Fund
Fred R. Wesemann Trust
Stanley Wielkiewicz Trust
Wilczynski Trust
Richard H.* and Diane Wille*
William Blair & Company 

Foundation
Ethel Wiseman Trust
George H. Zendt Charitable Trust

*Deceased

Lifetime Donors
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planned giving 

For information about making a Planned Gift to The Chicago Lighthouse, please contact Jen Miller, Chief 

Development Officer, at (312) 997-3643 or email jennifer.miller@chicagolighthouse.org.  If you have remembered 
us in your will or estate plan, please let us know, so that we can properly honor you!

The Chicago Lighthouse is grateful for 

the generous commitment of time from 

all of our volunteers. During FY16, 
we had over 250 ongoing and special 

event volunteers donate their time. The 

Lighthouse would like to recognize the 

following companies and organizations 

that volunteered in FY16. 
Anonymous (56)
Steven and Pamela Adelman 
John Cardiello
Franklin and Doralu Chanen
Helen Collins 
Sandi Dorst
Fred and Sarah Flosi
Melvin B. Franklin
Andrzej and Marian Gerlach
Richard Greenberger
Irene Gruthoff
Lorraine Jacobsen
Harry and Lillian Joerger
Esther Kane
Dr. Joel and Roberta Kaplan
James and Barbara Kesteloot
Lois Kline
Carl and Margarete Konrath
Davida Levy        
Lee H. Martin  
Judy and Ray McCaskey   

Jennifer and Steve Miller
John and Winifred Morris
Donald G. Morrow
William Paullin
Jeanette Peter
Kathleen Peter
Beverly V. Peters
Patricia Rees and  

Patrick Romanchek, Sr.
Paul W. Rink
Leonard Rodriquez
Ramona C. Samuelson
Richard and Patricia Schnadig
Paul and Ann Scher
Milan Sluka
Drs. Janet P. Szlyk and  

Jeffrey Jackson
Harry and Lila Tankus
Theodore M. Utchen

Milton J. Samuelson  
Society Members

Friends who have remembered The Chicago Lighthouse 

in their will or estate plan, or who have made another 

type of planned gift, such as a charitable gift annuity.

volunteers

Columbia College Chicago

ComEd

Delta Gamma Chicago  
Alumnae Chapter

Delta Gamma Chicago North Shore 
Alumnae Chapter

DePaul Delta Gammas

Dow Chemical

Exelon

Lake Forest College Delta Gammas

Loyola University

Marshall, Gerstein, & Borun LLP

Northern Illinois University 
Orientation and Mobility 
Graduate School

Northern Lights Direct

Northwestern Delta Gammas

University of Chicago Delta
Gammas

Planned Gifts Received 
July 2015-June 2016

William Anderson Trust
Ruth Dietz Estate
Betty Drew Trust
Noel Dunderdale Trust 
Estate of Kathy Karson
Shirley Langridge Estate
Robert Matusak Irrevocable Trust
Bernice Sexauer Charitable 

Remainder Unitrust
Estate of Fritz Siegfried

George Martin Sus Trust
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The corwith Hamill society

Gold Level  
(20+ Years Of Contiunous Gving)
Anonymous (2)
Mr. and Mrs. Steven H. Adelman
Mr. James H. Ainsworth
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph B. Annenberg
Arthur R. Metz Fund, Globe Foundation
Mr. Thomas G. Bach
Ms. Sarah J. Baker
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Barnett
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Bauske
Mr. Thomas R. Bell
Mr. and Mrs. Roland Benesch
Mr. Earl M. Bengtson
Benjamin J. Rosenthal Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Mark H. Berens
Mr. and Mrs. Rick Berlet
The Berner Charitable and Scholarship 

Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Dominic Berta
Mrs. Jill Bleiman
Mrs. Florence J. Blum
Mr. and Mrs. Abraham Bohrer
Mr. and Mrs. Albert H. Bolger
Mr. and Mrs. Howard J. Bolotin
Mr. Norman A. Brabec
Ms. Nena Bradshaw
Miss Judith C. Brinkman
Mr. John C. Buddig
Mr. and Mrs. William Buecking
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Callistein
Central Steel & Wire Company
Mr. and Mrs. Franklin A. Chanen
Mr. John D. Chaney
Ms. Debra L. Cohen
Mrs. Lynn Cohen
Mr. James Coleman
Mrs. Jeanie Coleman
Mrs. Elizabeth E. Copeland
Mrs. Marian M. Costello
Mr. and Mrs. James L. Cowen

Ms. Michelina D’Agostino
Mr. and Mrs. John E. De Wolf
Alex Demond Fund
Mr. Vincent Dina
Mr. Leo J. Domzalski
Mr. and Mrs. Denis Dywan
Edmond and Alice Opler Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Keith Edmonson
The Edward S. Sprague Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Eich
Mr. Terry Elliott
Ms. Lucy P. Evans
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas W. Fahy
Mr. Sam W. Fiarman
Mr. August Fischer, Jr.
Mr. Edward H. Fischer
Mrs. Ava L. Fogel
Mr. Bruce W. Foudree and Ms. Suzanne 

Reade
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Frankel
Ms. Isabel E. Franzen
Fred J. Brunner Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Franklin K. Fredriksen
Mrs. Jo Ann Galston
Mr. H. Dennis Giertz
Mrs. Jan Gilberg
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Gilbert
Mrs. Kris A. Glicken
Ms. Louise E. Grieshaber
Mr. and Mrs. Donald E. Griffey
Mr. Robert R. Gross
Mr. Adolph J. Habich
Hamill Family Foundation
Mr. Richard P. Hamlin
Mrs. Gretchen R. Hannan
H. Reed Harris Esq.
Mr. Thomas L. Harris
Mr. and Mrs. Ernst K. Heimann
Mrs. Diane Heller
Mr. Milton E. Hibbard
Mr. and Mrs. Robert F. Hilliard

Dr. and Mrs. Arnold Hirsch
Mr. and Mrs. Richard M. Hirsch
Mrs. Barbara R. Hollenberg
Ms. Mary K. Howe
Ms. Helen Jahnke
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Januszewski
Mr. Harry P. Jensen
Julius N. Frankel Foundation
Mrs. Judith Kahn
Mr. and Mrs. Max S. Kasper
Mrs. Jill Katlin
Mr. and Mrs. Michael C. Keenan
Mr. and Mrs. James M. Kesteloot
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Konrath
Mrs. Julie D. Kraff
Mrs. Sondra F. Kraff
Dr. Cheryl Kraff-Cooper and Mr. Cary 

Cooper
Ms. Irene Krolis
Mr. Frank R. Krom
Mr. Perry Kupietz
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony L. Kurek
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Lassen
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel G. Lee
Mrs. Deborah Leeb
Mr. and Mrs. Mark H. Leeds
Mrs. Pamela Leslie
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Levenstein
Mrs. Cindy Levy
Ms. Mary Anne Limbos
Mrs. Jodi S. Loeb
Mr. David O. MacKenzie
Mrs. Audrey M. Mandell
Mrs. Susan A. Mandell
Mrs. Nina Mann
Mrs. Karen Marcus
Max Goldenberg Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Mazukelli
Mr. Richard H. Medland
Mrs. Monica Mellovitz
Mrs. Helen W. Moats

Mr. and Mrs. Harold W. Morey
Mrs. Sheila M. Moss
Mrs. Shareefah Muhammad
Mr. Marion Musacchio
Mrs. Lynn Muslin
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick J. Nachman
Mr. and Mrs. Norman J. Patinkin
Mr. and Mrs. Murry Perkins
Mrs. Marianne F. Perkins
Ms. Brenda R. Pessin
Ms. Beverly V. Peters
Mrs. Karen Gutheim Pinsof
William K. Platt, M.D.
Ms. Blanche M. Raab
Mr. James G. Ring
Mr. Paul W. Rink, J. D.
Riverside Township Lions Club
Mr. and Mrs. Lonnie Roberts

The Corwith Hamill Society honors and recognizes our long-term donors.  Gold is twenty or more years of continuous giver; silver is fifteen, and bronze is ten.

Corwith Hamill was The Lighthouse’s 
longest, continuous donor.  When he 
passed away in 2013 at the age of 99, 
he had donated to The Lighthouse for 
the majority of his life.  In recognition 
of Mr. Hamill and his generosity to us, 
we created a new society named in his 
memory. 
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Rocco Fiore & Sons Inc.
Mr. Leonard Rodriguez
Mr. and Mrs. Alfred M. Rogers, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Rohret
Mrs. Eve Rooth
Mrs. Helga Rosenberg
Mr. and Mrs. Warner A. Rosenthal
Mrs. Rochelle D. Rubinoff
Mrs. Alison Salzman
Samuel Weinstein Family Foundation
Mrs. Ramona C. Samuelson
Mrs. Penelope Saunders
Mr. Paul L. Schmelzer
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Schwartz
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Schwellenbach
Mr. Warren R. Sedlacek
Mrs. Ilene Shaw
Mr. and Mrs. John J. Siena
The Siragusa Foundation
Mr. Milan Sluka
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Smith
Mrs. Julie L. Smith
Ms. Thomasina Smith
Mrs. Jean C. Sobek
Mrs. Audrey Spiegel
Mrs. Clara Stasior
Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. Stendel
Ms. Susan Stern
Ms. Eydie L. Sternberg
Mr. and Mrs. William I. Swedler
Ms. Dorothy M. Thomas
Mr. Edward J. Thompson
Ms. Lois A. Tortorelli
Ms. Virginia Townsend
United Way of Metropolitan Chicago
Mr. Dainius Valiukenas
Mr. Ray Van Dyke
Mrs. Barbara Walner
Mrs. Debbie Warsh
Mr. Robert J. Wendler
Mr. and Mrs. Avers Wexler
Mr. and Mrs. Lee E. Whitcomb
Mrs. Laura P. White
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Wolff
Mrs. Alison Yastrow
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Yastrow 

Silver Level 
(15+ Years Of Contiunous Giving)
Dr. and Mrs. Alan J. Axelrod
Ms. Barbara J. Baer
Mrs. Haley L. Baer
Ms. Diana Baldacci
The Barker Welfare Foundation
Mrs. Sue Bergen
Mrs. Jennie Berk
Mrs. Susan Berk
Mr. and Mrs. Jerzy Blazejowski
Ms. Carlene M. Blumenthal
Mrs. Gail B. Boorstein
Mrs. Elizabeth S. Brint
Mrs. Nancy Burstyn
Mr. and Mrs. Bernard J. Campbell
Mr. and Mrs. Brett Carl
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Carroll
Central Lions Club of Chicago
Chicago Mexica Lions Club
Mrs. Lois Chudacoff
Mrs. Burnetta Cloos
Mrs. Rosanne Cohen
Lions John and Pat Coleman
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas A. Deutsch
Mr. Tom Donegan
Mr. and Mrs. Richard M. Doub
Ms. J.A. Fellows
Ms. Leslie G. Finkle
Mrs. Barbara Fisher
Mr. George V. Fluks
Dr. Andrew W. Forrester
Ms. Lynn Froy
Elissa Geier, Psy.D.
Goldman Sachs & Company
Ms. Ellen F. Gross
Mr. and Ms. Eston M. Gross
Ms. Sally R. S. Higginson
Dr. and Mrs. Joel A. Kaplan
Mr. Jean-Claude B. Kappler
Mrs. Heidi Kirsch
Mrs. Janice A. Korn
Emerson and Martha Lacey
Mrs. Alyce I. Lang
Mrs. Julie L. Lehrman
Mrs. Lorrie Levitz

Mrs. Debra F. Lewin
Mrs. Lynne Green Lieber
Mrs. Patricia M. Livingston
Mr. and Mrs. Terrence J. Longo
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur A. Malinowski
Mrs. Natalie Meyer McKenzie
Ms. Margaret M. Michalski
Mrs. Gloria G. Morison
Ms. Myrna Natkin
Mr. and Mrs. William North
Ms. Joan L. Oslan
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Perlman
Mrs. Jeanette S. Peter
Mrs. Jean Petryniec
Mrs. Debbie Pielet
Polk Bros. Foundation
Ms. Susan Kushner Pollack
Mrs. Susan K. Raskin
Dr. and Mrs. Robert L. Rosen
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Samuels
Mrs. Marjorie Sandlow
Ms. Linda G. Schub and Mr. Jay 

Wightman
Mrs. Claudia P. Schwartz
Mrs. Melissa Silverman
Mr. and Mrs. Richard P. Small
Mr. and Mrs. Irvin M. Stein
Mrs. Mindy B. Sterns
Ms. Anna L. Thomas
Mrs. Nancy D. Toomey
Mr. Theodore M. Utchen
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Walczynski
Ms. Carole A. Walsh
Mrs. Sarita Warshawsky
Mr. Edward W. Wavak
Mrs. Sheila G. Wexler and Mr. Philip 

Block
Willow Springs Lioness Club
Mr. and Mrs. James P. Young
Dr. and Mrs. Simon Zimnowodzki

Bronze Level 
(10+ Years Of Contiunous Giving)
Anonymous (2)
Ms. Letty Abel
Mr. and Mrs. William Abrams

Ms. Mary Abramson
Adreani Foundation
Shirle Affeldt
Ms. Janet L. Ahrensfeld
Alden Management Services
AL-TY Corporation (Norton’s 

Restaurant)
Mr. and Mrs. Breman Anderson
Mr. Leroy R. Anderson
Mr. and Mrs. John S. Anthony
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew A. Baer
Mr. and Mrs. Charles L. Barancik
Mr. and Mrs. Donald A. Belgrad
Marcia E. Blake, O.D.
Ms. Susan Block
Bloomingdale Lions Club
The Boeing Company
Mr. Richard R. Boykin
Mr. Preston Bricker
Ms. Elaine Britton
Ms. Anne L. Buda
Mr. Dominic Calabrese
Mr. Robert F. Callbeck and Ms. 

Margaret L. Waverly
Mr. Michael D. Carey
Mrs. Linda Carpenter
Ms. Carol L. Carr
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph M. Carroll
Mr. Robert W. Churchill
Mr. Ali Cinar
Clarendon Hills Lions Club
Ms. Marcia E. Cohen
Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Cormier
Kara Crumbliss, O.D.
Mr. and Mrs. Noel P. Cusick
Mr. Rick M. Daitchman
Davis Imperial Cleaners, Inc.
de Giulio kitchen design, inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Robert O. Delaney
Ms. Catherine E. K. Diggle
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard P. Disis
Mr. Al Dorevitch
Mr. and Mrs. William M. Doyle
Mr. and Mrs. James E. Drexler
Mr. Albert J. Dru
Ms. Colleen C. Dwyer
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Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Ebster
The Evangelical Lutheran Church of the 

Good Shepherd
Mr. Nairn Farnsworth
Mr. and Mrs. Jon W. Fisher
Dr. and Mrs. Gerald A. Fishman
Fox River Grove Lions Club Inc
Mrs. Debbie S. Frank
Mrs. Arlene Frommer
Mr. and Mrs. Richard V. Furnari
Ms. Joan T. Gagen
Mr. and Mrs. Willard H. Galliart
Mrs. Janet R. Gates
Mr. and Mrs. Dean Gerber
Mr. Frank Giglio
Mr. and Mrs. George M. Gogola
Ms. Dianne E. Goren
Mrs. Gerilyn A. Greenberg
Ms. Beverly Gumola
Mrs. Sheila H. Gutman
Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Hagberg
Mr. and Mrs. William R. Hagedorn
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce R. Hague
Mrs. Gayle Harris
Ms. Gwendolyn Harris
James M. Harris, O.D.
Mr. and Mrs. Matt Hart
Ms. Nancy Hartman
Mr. and Mrs. Leroy Hazen
Ms. Heather E. Hebbeler
Mr. William Held

Mr. Leo F. Hickman
Highland Park Joy Cleaners Inc.
Ms. Juanita L. Jefferson
Mr. R. Razz Jenkins and Prof. Patti 

Interrante
Mr. Thomas R. Johnston
Jolie Maison, LTD
Ms. Liane J. Joseph
Ms. Judith Kadish
Mr. Arthur* and Mrs. Esther Kane
Mr. and Mrs. Reid C. Kanies
Dr. and Mrs. Douglas S. Kaplan
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Kearney
Mr. Keith A. Kebernik
Mr. Robert Kim
Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Kinn
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Kinsella
Mrs. Lore Kirchheimer
Ms. Myrna B. Kopin
Ms. Lois Krabec
Dr. Manus C. Kraff
Ms. Alice L. Kratky
Ms. Cynthia E. Krch
Ms. Edith Kubas
La Grange Highlands Lions Club
Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Lader
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence P. Lanciotti
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph A. Lasky
Mr. Carl Levine
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas E. Livingston
Mrs. Tamara Lorber

Mariani Enterprises, Inc. DBA Mariani 
Landscape

Mr. Randy Markowitz P.C.
Mrs. Beatrice C. Mayer
Dr. and Mrs. Edward Mazur
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond McCaskey
Mr. R. V. McGrath
Mrs. Penny Meyers
Midwest Truck & Auto Parts, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Martin Miretzky
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Mizicko
Mr. and Mrs. Morton R. Mollner
Ms. Clara S. Moran
Dr. and Mrs. Gregory Moss
Mr. and Mrs. Peter C. Moy
Mr. and Mrs. Theodore F. Mueller
Mr. Richard Musson
Naperville Noon Lions Club
Ms. Mary M. Naughton
Mr. Michael A. Neigoff
Joan C. Nelson
Mr. James E. Neuhauser
Non Profit Risk Services, Inc.
Northwest Lions Club
Mr. Gerald L. O’Donnell
Mr. Patrick W. O’Leary
Ms. Amy W. Olswang
Ms. Nancy B. Paul
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Perkins
Mr. Pasquale Perrone
Ms. Deloris Pinkney
Primex, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. James E. Pushaw
Ms. Catherine Raimondo
Mrs. Lynn C. Razowsky
Mr. and Mrs. Fred R. Refner
Mr. Lester Rockoff
Mr. Allen Rogers
Mr. David A. Ross
Mr. and Mrs. Robert N. Rourke
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence P. Rowells
Messrs. Frank J. Rus and Don Toy
Mr. and Mrs. David Rushing
Mr. Jack A. Ryan
Ms. Marika O. Schaefer
Mr. James W. Schmitt
Scott Byron & Company

Mrs. Roberta Seedman
Richard A. Shapiro, M.D.
Mr. Alexander Shay
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Shemely
Ms. Martha Sichau
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas A. Silberman
Mrs. Jody Silverman
Ms. Mary Jane Smilanik
Mrs. Deborah L. Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Zygmunt K. Sokolnicki
Ms. Sharon J. Stanley
Rabbi Steven Lowenstein and Mrs. Julie 

Stark-Lowenstein
Mr. Leonard F. Stein
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald A. Stepp
Ms. Pamela Stern
Ms. Jill Stieghorst
Mr. Warren G. Stober
Mr. and Mrs. Roger Stone
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Stracks
Mr. Thomas Swigart, Jr.
Drs. Janet P. Szlyk and Jeffrey M. 

Jackson
Thompson Family Foundation
Tinley Park Lioness Club
Mr. John L. Toboja
Topfer Family Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Stan Tryba
Mr. Eric F. Ulaszek
Ms. Susan Ulaszek
Mr. and Mrs. S. Sye Unell
Union Pacific Foundation
Ms. Lydia Usha
Ms. Shirley A. Vallort
Mr. and Mrs. Donald J. Vilim
Mr. and Mrs. Edward M. Vitu
Ms. Katherine Wachowski
Mr. and Mrs. Johannes Weertman
Ms. Dorothy R. Weiskopf
Mr. and Mrs. Ernest E. Werle
Mr. and Mrs. Edmund F. Wisz
Mr. Harvey W. Wittenberg
Mr. and Mrs. Dewey Young
Ms. Helene S. Zarcone

Hamill Society members gathered for the Hamill Tea in December.
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In-Kind kindness

Anonymous
ABC 7
Amazing Edibles Catering
Rosanna Anderson
Ann Everett Fashion Designs
Anne Fontaine
Annoyance Theater
Anthony Cristiano Salon
Aquitaine Restaurant
Arthur Murray Dance Center
Aveda
Basil Leaf Café
Bausch & Lomb
Beavers Coffee + Donuts
Nicholas Berberian, Esq.
Bluestone Restaurant
Boltwood
Robert Brasher
David Brint
Brittle Box Candy Co.
Brookfield Zoo, Chicago 

Zoological Society
Larry Broutman
Sam Brown
Café Bionda
Café Touche
Candylicious 
Richard Carlson
Bruce Cascia
Charles Ifergan Salon
Chicago A Cappella
Chicago Architecture 

Foundation
Chicago Bears
Chicago Beverage Systems
Chicago Blackhawks
Chicago Bulls
Chicago Cubs
Chicago History Museum
Chicago Shakespeare Theatre
Chicago Symphony Orchestra
Chicago Tiki Boat Cruise
Chicago White Sox
Chicago Yacht Club 
Chicago’s First Lady
Mitch Chmielarz

Compass Wines & Spirits
Cooper’s Hawk Winery & 

Restaurant
Dairy Queen
Ronald W. De Long
Dennis Bartolomei Salon
Ellen Dick-Ferrera
Dunkin’ Donuts
East Bank Club
Eileen Eck
eDrop-Off
Edward Fox Photography
Eli’s Cheesecake
Helen Farnan
Firecake Donuts
Val Fischer
Pat Flood
Four Seasons Hotel Chicago
Frances Heffernan
Frankie’s on the Park
Fred Astaire Franchised Dance 

Studio
Stanley Freehling
Leon Friedman
Geja’s Café
Gene & Georgetti
Gene Siskel Film Center
Giggles, Coos, and Grins 
Godiva
Susan G. Gohl
Kathy Goldberg
Golfsmith
Goodman Theatre
Gordon Salon
Dennis Gurka
H2O Plus
Jeffrey Owen Hanson
David Harrington
Harris Theater
Headquarters Beercade
Rudolf Hemple
Holiday Inn Merchandise Mart
David & Nancy Huber
Hyatt Regency McCormick 

Place
Intercontinental Hotel

ICRE-Wood 
iO Chicago
J. Gordon Designs, Ltd.
Jane Skin Care Studio
JC’s Pub and Ristorante
Jefferson Tap & Grille
Carolyn S. Jessup
Julia Joehl
Joffrey Ballet
Mary Johnson
Judith Ripka
Karolina Zmarlak
David Kennedy
Kilian’s Fragences
Sally Ko
Matt Kosterman
La Llorona Art Gallery 
Leggiadro
Bob Leopold
Lettuce Entertain You
Light Opera Works
Lincoln Park Stadium Bar & Grill
L’Occtaine
Lou Malnati’s
Lucky Strike Entertainment- 

Chicago
Kathryn T. Madsen
Alice Magnusson
John and Mary Manley
Marcello’s Father and Son
Mariano’s Fresh Market 
Mark Brown Photography
Mary Mary Gifts
Dawn Mason
Judy and Ray McCaskey
Mesa Urbana
Penny Meyers
Moe’s Cantina 
Danielle Morse
Municipal Bar & Dinig Co.
Music of the Baroque
New Belgium Brewing
Northlight Theatre
Northwestern Athletics
Oak Brook Golf Club 
Old Crow Smokehouse 

Olga’s Day Spa (Highland Park)
Orland Park Bowl/Mickadoon’s
Oscar Isberian Rugs
Evans Papanikolau
Paul Rheder Salon
Lisa R. Petraitis
Plum Market
Potbelly Sandwich Works
Joseph Preiser
Red Door Salon & Spa
Bill Reily
Reuter’s Bakery
Craig Richart
RL Restaurant
Robert Campbell Fine 

Portraiture
Rockit Ranch Productions
Linda Roesch
Roger Beck Portraits
Ted Roos
Rosebud Restaurants
Saks Fifth Avenue
Salon 541
Salon Buzz
Salon O Sixty Five
Irene Sandler
Michael Santos
Robert L. Savaglio
Schaumburg Township District 

Library
Elvin Schuelke
Dieter Schulte
Scooter’s Frozen Custard
Shaw’s Crab House
Siren Salon
Sister-Arts Studio
Skydeck Chicago
Ethel Sostrin
SoulCycle Old Town
Southwest Limosine
Mary Spears
Audrey Spiegel 
Sprinkles Cupcakes
Stefani Restaurant Group
Stuart-Rodgers Photography

Susanin Auctioneers & 
Appraisers

Norma Sutton
Sweet Mandy B’s
Tasting deVine Cellars 

Naperville
Tasting deVine Wheaton
Tavern At The Park
Sean Tehrani
Terry’s Toffee
The Drake Hotel Chicago
The Duck Inn
The Fifty/50
The Ritz-Carlton Chicago
The Second City
The Sedgwick Stop
The Sweet Buddha
The Wachowskis
Renee Thibault
Thodos Dance Chicago
Tiffany’s & Co
Trader Joe’s
Tufano’s Vernon Park Tap
Uline
Ultimate Golf, Inc. 
Urban Oasis Massage Spa
Mike and Mary Valeanu
Vanille Patisserie
James Vickery
Vosges Chocolate
Wendella Sightseeing Company
West Loop
West Town Bakery
White Pines Golf Club 
Wildfire
Wines for Humanity
Irene Wojcik
Wolford
Wolf’s Head Restaurant & Bar
World Wide Wine LLC
Wyndham Grand Chicago 

Riverfront
York Furrier Inc.
Zanies Comedy Night Club

23



$250,000 or more
George Martin Sus Trust
North Suburban Healthcare Foundation

$ 100,000 - $249,999
Hamill Family Foundation
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation
Ms. Shirley Langridge
Robert R. McCormick Foundation
Bernice Sexauer Trust
Wohlers Family Foundation

$50,000 - $99,999
Anonymous (2)
The Boeing Company
Chicago Lighthouse Associate Board
Crown Family Philanthropies
Noel Dunderdale Trust FBO Lawrence 

Rogers
First Nonprofit Foundation
The Harris Family Foundation
The Healthcare Foundation of Highland 

Park
Legacy Foundation
Arthur R. Metz Fund, Globe Foundation
Polk Bros. Foundation
Estate of Fritz Siegfried

$25,000 - $49,999
Estate of Ruth C. Dietz
Julius N. Frankel Foundation
Lloyd A. Fry Foundation
Lader Family Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond McCaskey
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Miller
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Nathan
Edmond and Alice Opler Foundation
PERT Foundation
The Retirement Research Foundation
Rivers Casino
Special Kids Foundation
Topfer Family Foundation

$10,000 - $24,999
Anonymous (3)
John W. Anderson Foundation
Assurance Agency, Ltd.
Mr. and Mrs. Charles L. Barancik
The Barker Welfare Foundation
Mr. Paul A. Bartman
The Berner Charitable and Scholarship 

Foundation
BlueCross and BlueShield of Illinois
BMO Harris Bank
Helen Brach Foundation
Fred J. Brunner Foundation
Mr. Robert W. Clarke
Ms. Anida Johnson “Cookie” Cohen
Comcast
ComEd
Ms. Alison Dalton and Mr. Charles 

Barker
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas A. Deutsch
Mr. and Mrs. Fred C. Flosi
The Robert J. Gunterberg Charitable 

Foundation
Mrs. Jamie Hague
Carrye & Abraham S. Hart Fund
Carl R. Hendrickson Family Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. David Huber
Dr. and Mrs. Joel A. Kaplan
Estate of Kathy Karson
Dr. Manus C. Kraff
Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Lader
Mrs. Charlotte K. Lindon
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas E. Livingston
Mrs. Beatrice C. Mayer
The Elizabeth Morse Charitable Trust
Northern Trust Charitable Trust
Mr. William G. Paullin
The Private Bank and Trust Company
Mrs. Michelle Rich
Mr. and Mrs. Richard H. Schnadig, Esq.
Dr. Scholl Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Schwartz

Mrs. Ilene Shaw
The Edward S. Sprague Foundation
Roger and Susan Stone Family 

Foundation
Dollie Swarts Memorial Trust
Drs. Janet P. Szlyk and Jeffrey M. 

Jackson
James Tyree Foundation
Union Pacific Foundation
United Way of Metropolitan Chicago
Mr. and Mrs. Lee E. Whitcomb

$5,000 - $9,999
Anonymous
Mr. and Mrs. Steven H. Adelman
Adreani Foundation
Barnes & Thornburg LLP
Mrs. Charlotte R. Berlin
Mr. Richard R. Boykin
Bridgeview Bank Group
Mr. Anthony O. Brown
Chicago Tribune Foundation
Mrs. Rosanne Cohen
Lions John and Pat Coleman
Abe and Ida Cooper Foundation
Henry Crown and Company
Elizabeth Z. Drew Trust
Mr. and Mrs. Richard A. Forsythe
Mr. John S. Gates, Jr.
Max Goldenberg Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Donald F. Goldsmith
The Sam and Sarah Grossinger 

Foundation
Ms. Sally R. S. Higginson
Mr. Jeffrey W. Howe
Frederick E. & Ida H. Hummel 

Foundation
Illinois Bar Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Val R. Jensen
Mr. Edward C. Jepson and  

Dr. Susan Sicotte
Mr. Arthur* and Mrs. Esther Kane

Klaff Family Foundation
Ms. Cheri Lawrence
Mrs. Patricia M. Livingston
Locke Lord LLP
Mrs. Donna Lyon
Mr. and Mrs. Jon M. Mills
North Shore Exchange
The Pritzker Traubert Family 

Foundation
Ms. Patricia A. Rees
Benjamin J. Rosenthal Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Robert N. Rourke
Mr. John P. Simon
Singola Consulting
The Siragusa Foundation
Mr. Milan Sluka
Mr. Pete and Mrs. Pam Tully
Ms. Denise Tumbarello
Mr. and Mrs. S. Sye Unell
Mr. Ray Van Dyke
Woodward, Inc.
Ms. Catherine J. Wytzka

$2,500 - $4,999
Anonymous
Appelbaum Family Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Peter M. Ascoli
Mr. and Mrs. Sanford Bank
Mr. and Mrs. David Brint
Mr. and Mrs. Larry J. Broutman
Mr. Thomas M. Carroll
T. Castro Produce
Harry F. & Elaine M. Chaddick 

Foundation Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Franklin A. Chanen
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Conn
Ms. Ann Costello
District 1-A Lions Clubs
Coach Mike Ditka
Mr. and Mrs. Donald D. Duncan
Exelon Corporation
Mr. and Mrs. James T. Frankenbach

Lighthouse Keepers 
The Lighthouse Keepers are a group of special friends of The Lighthouse who annually give $1,000 or more. We regret we cannot list every donor, but extend our 
deepest appreciation to all those who supported our organization in 2016. (Cumulative gifts over $1,000 July 1, 2015 – June 30, 2016)  
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Mrs. Mary B. Galvin
Glenview Lions Club
Mrs. Susan G. Gohl
Goldman Sachs & Company
Grant Thornton LLP
Huber Financial Group
Jocarno Fund
Dr. and Mrs. Douglas S. Kaplan
Mr. and Mrs. James M. Kesteloot
Mrs. Lore Kirchheimer
Mr. Jason Kowalczyk
Dr. Cheryl Kraff-Cooper and Mr. Cary 

Cooper
Mr. Steven Laughman
Lawyers Trust Fund of Illinois
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel G. Lee
Lefkovitz Foundation
Leopardo Companies Inc.
Mrs. Nina Mann
MAXIMUS Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. William McNally
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Paluck
Retina Consultants, LTD
Mr. and Mrs. Arturo Saenz
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Schroeder
Mrs. Audrey Spiegel*
Rabbi Steven Lowenstein and Mrs. Julie 

Stark-Lowenstein
Abbie E. Tyrrell Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Donald J. Vilim
Samuel Weinstein Family Foundation
Wicab, Inc.
Ms. Virginia S. Willcox
George H. Zendt Charitable Trust

$1,000 - $2,499
Anonymous
Art Optical Contact Lens, Inc.
Athletico
The Modestus Bauer Foundation
Baum Realty Group, LLC
Mr. and Mrs. Donald A. Belgrad
Beverly Ridge Lions Club
Mrs. Ruth Goodman Blum
Mr. and Mrs. John R. Bodine
Mr. and Mrs. James E. Bramsen
Brinshore Development, LLC

Mr. and Mrs. Joel Bruckman
Scott Byron & Company
Mrs. Cheryl Byron
Carillon Vision Care
Central Lions Club of Chicago
Central Steel & Wire Company
Mr. John D. Chaney
Chicago Blackhawk Alumni Association
Chicago Filipino American Lions Club
Clarendon Hills Lions Club
Mr. and Mrs. William Cole
Ms. Cheryl Coleman and Mr. Ron Katz
Mr. James Coleman
Dr. and Mrs. Michael Conrad
Cooper Management Co., LLC
Mr. Amory Cummings
Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Curley
Darien Lions Club
Davis Imperial Cleaners, Inc.
Deerfield Lions Club
Alex Demond Fund
Mr. Matthew Ditka
Mr. and Mrs. Vernon R. Duncan
Eclipse Manufacturing Company
The Evangelical Lutheran Church of the 

Good Shepherd
Ms. Alison Faith
Financial Strategy Network, LLC.
Rocco Fiore & Sons Inc.
First Community Management
Mr. and Mrs. Jon W. Fisher
Dr. and Mrs. Gerald A. Fishman
Flowers for Dreams
Mr. Bruce W. Foudree and Ms. Suzanne 

Reade
Mr. and Mrs. Shayle P. Fox
Francesco’s Hole in the Wall
Mr. H. Dennis Giertz
Mrs. Kris A. Glicken
Gold Standard Enterprises, Inc. D/B/A 

Binny’s Beverage Depot
Mr. Arnold Goldstein
Albert Goodstein Family Foundation
Ms. Sandra Gorney
Mr. Lawrence Gritton
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Grzelakowski

Harris and Harris LTD
Mr. Thomas L. Harris
Frances Heffernan LLC
Hochberg Family Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Januszewski
Ms. Lee Jolyk
Mr. and Mrs. John C. Jones
Ms. Loretta Kaplan
Mr. and Mrs. Robert N. Kaplan
Keyth Group Companies
Gerald A. & Karen A. Kolschowsky 

Foundation
Dr. Colman R. Kraff
Ms. Diane LaPorta
Mr. Henry L. Latkin
Mr. and Mrs. Marshall E. LeSueur
Mr. Carl Levine
Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Leviton
Mr. and Mrs. James Lewis
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce S. Linger
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Loeb
Mr. and Mrs. Terrence J. Longo
Mrs. Kristina McGrath
McLean Foundation
Ms. Jennifer Meehan
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Meehan
Midtown Athletic Club
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Miller
Ms. Sally Jo Morris
Mrs. Sheila M. Moss
Mr. Richard Musson
Naperville Noon Lions Club
Mr. and Mrs. William North
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick O’Connor
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Oriente
Mr. Lee S. Owens
Packaging Corporation of America
Paige Electric Co., L.P.
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Peard
Mr. and Mrs. James J. Pelts
Mr. Mark Peskor
Drs. Maurice and Sheila Pickard
Power Paving Construction
Primex, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Randolph
Ms. Taffy Raphael

Mr. and Mrs. R. Mills Rendell
Ms. Susan Richman
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Rifkin
Mr. Paul W. Rink, J. D.
Roberts Family Foundation
Mrs. Eve Rooth
Mrs. Ruth L. Ross
Saks Fifth Avenue (Chicago)
Mr. William J. Schlesser
Mrs. Barbara Schrayer
Guy Scopelliti Original Landscaping Co.
Ms. Joyce Selander
Ms. Kathy Share
Mrs. Roni Siegel
Lisa Simpson
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Singer
Mr. Jim Siwek
Mr. and Mrs. David Smerling
Mrs. Julie L. Smith
Sound Incorporated Integrated 

Technologies
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony E. Speiser
Mr. and Mrs. James Steinback
Mr. Dick Stoken
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Stone
Mr. and Mrs. Avery J. Stone
Ms. Renee Thibault
Tinley Park Lions Club
Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas Verceles
Mrs. Mamie Walton
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley R. Weinberger
Mr. and Mrs. Avers Wexler
Mr. Steven Whitney
Ms. Lorna Widdes
Willow CPA Group LTD
Wintrust Financial Corporation
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Young
Mr. and Mrs. Robert K. Zentner

We apologize in advance for any errors, 

misspellings or omissions. Please contact 

David DeBoer at (312) 997-3668 or 

david.deboer@chicagolighthouse.org  

to notify us.
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2015 - 2016 Consolidated Financial Summary and Comparison

STATEMENTs Of FINANcIAL POsITION as of June 30

AssETs

2015 2016

Cash  $                466,656  $                 585,018  

Receivables, Net   5,717,940   7,286,725  

Inventories   870,921    691,783  

Investments   15,278,687    13,041,186  

Bene�cial Interest in Perpetual Trusts   549,057    519,036  

Prepaid Expenses   208,796    363,828  

Land, Building and Equipment, Net   10,305,791    10,224,169  

Total Assets  $        33,397,848  $         32,711,745 

LIAbILITIEs and NET AssETs

Liabilities  $             7,345,333   $             8,401,901 

 

Net Assets

Unrestricted   8,322,932    9,566,992  

Unrestricted, Board Designated   10,500,170    8,060,874  

Temporarily Restricted   5,237,225    4,719,621  

Permanently Restricted   1,992,188    1,962,357  

Subtotal Net Assets  $          26,052,515   $           24,309,844  

Total Liabilities and Net Assets  $        33,397,848  $         32,711,745 
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2012 - 2013 Financial Summary and Comparison 

STATEMENTs Of AcTIVITIEs Period ended June 30

REVENuEs

2015 2016 

Contributions & Bequests $              4,877,755  $              3,564,792   

Lighthouse Industries Sales   4,174,245   4,179,948 

Customer Service Centers/Service Contracts   18,284,894   22,460,842 

Program Revenues   6,523,507   5,879,733 

Investment Income   344,967   369,789 

Miscellaneous   149,459   277,854 

Change in Value of Split-Interest Agreements   (44,954)   (42,467) 

Net Realized Gain/(Loss) on Investments 924,502 79,724

Net Change in Unrealized Appreciation       

   (Depreciation) of Long Term Investments

  

(751,475)

  

(584,333) 

Total Revenues  $          34,482,900  $         36,185,882 

EXpENsEs

Program Services  $            30,440,990  $            32,405,735 

Management & General   3,941,840   4,307,446 

Fundraising   984,911   888,294 

Public Relations   259,176   327,078

Total Expenses  $          35,626,917  $         37,928,553 

CHanGe in Net ASSetS  $           (1,144,017)  $           (1,742,671)

Net Assets at Beginning of Year  $            27,196,532  $            26,052,515 

Net Assets at End of Year $            26,052,515 

) 

 $            24,309,844 

) 
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Modernization of  
Chicago Lighthouse Industries

After becoming its own non-profit entity in 2016, Chicago Lighthouse Industries 
entered the year with an ambitious agenda to modernize its 19,000 square-foot 
facility.  The operation, which employs 22 full-time employees, annually produc-
es 350,000 units of products ranging from wall clocks to calendars.  

“The modernization initiative has led to better use of our facility, and a more 
efficient work environment for our staff,” says Heidi Ashwell, director of 
operations for Industries, who joined the  team in early 2016.  By implementing 
lean manufacturing principles, Ashwell’s plan to reconfigure the facility resulted 
in a 15 percent space reduction, making way for new projects to prosper.

Capital improvements to the facility include new clock testing boards and a 
modern tape machine for higher quality taping.  This project was supported by a 
productivity improvement grant through National Industries for the Blind (NIB), 
of which Chicago Lighthouse Industries is a member.  By emphasizing efficiency-
enhancing improvements to the facility, Chicago Lighthouse Industries aims to 
remain a competitive manufacturer and employer of people who are blind or 
visually impaired for years to come.

industries 
board of 
directors
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Highlights

2016 Lighthouse Gala 
Celebrates 110th Anniversary; 
Honors Dr. Joel Kaplan, Anne 
and Edward Burke

The Chicago Lighthouse celebrat-
ed its 110th anniversary on June 
3 with a gala that honored former 
Board Chair Dr. Joel Kaplan and 
Anne and Edward Burke for their 
outstanding support of The Light-

house and people with disabilities.

The festive event, which took place 
at the Four Seasons Hotel, attract-
ed nearly 400 guests and raised 
more than $375,000 for Light-
house programs assisting people 
who are blind, visually impaired, 
disabled or Veterans.

Emceed by ABC 7 news anchor and 
disability reporter Hosea Sanders, 
the gala also showcased videos 
featuring a tribute from broad-
cast legend Bill Kurtis and high-
lights from different periods in The 

Lighthouse’s history.

Lighthouse President and CEO 
Dr. Janet Szlyk congratulated the 
award recipients and extended her 
appreciation to all the organiza-
tion’s generous supporters for at-
tending the dinner.  In addition, she 
singled out for praise Lighthouse 
board member and noted Chicago-
an Anida Johnson “Cookie” Cohen 
who served as honorary dinner 
chair.

Annual FLAIR Event Honors 
Local Businesswoman and 
Humanitarian Kristina 
McGrath

In recognition of her generous sup-
port of The Chicago Lighthouse 
plus her impeccable sense of style, 
Kristina McGrath received The 
Lighthouse’s Third Annual Hood/
Swift Women with FLAIR Award 
on October 17.

Held at the Ritz Carlton Hotel and 
emceed by ABC 7 personality Tan-
ja Babich, FLAIR attracted more 

L to R: Justice Anne Burke, Lighthouse 
Board Vice Chairman Gary Rich, Alderman 
Edward Burke and Gala Chairman, Cookie 
Cohen.

Dr. Joel Kaplan receives the Beacon of Light 
award from President and CEO Dr. Janet 
Szlyk.
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than 160 guests and raised over 
$65,000.

Highlights include a colorful show 
featuring exclusive fall fashions 
provided by Chicago’s finest bou-
tiques and designers along with 
headliner My Stylist at Macy’s!  

Making a special appearance were 
three noted designers from Se-
attle: Emma Finney, Lillagren and 

Jamie Rawding Designs showcas-
ing beautiful purses, scarves and 
jewelry.

In addition, several children with 
disabilities who are enrolled in The 
Lighthouse’s preschool modeled 
clothing, courtesy of Runway for 
Dreams.

30th Annual House and 
Garden Walk Showcases 
Elegant Homes while 
Benefiting Lighthouse 
Programs

Nearly 400 visitors toured some 
of the North Shore’s most elegant 
homes on June 23 while support-
ing Lighthouse programs assisting 
people who are blind, visually im-
paired, disabled or Veterans dur-
ing the 30th Annual House and 
Garden Walk.

Sponsored by the agency’s Associ-
ate Board, this very special event, 
which raised nearly $85,000, fea-
tured detailed tours of four homes 
in Glencoe, Kenilworth and High-
land Park.

The Associate Board is a group of 
dedicated women from Chicago 
and the North Shore who have 
joined together to raise awareness 
about the services offered at The 
Chicago Lighthouse.  Since 1986, 
the Associate Board has raised 
over $1.4 million for children, se-
niors and family support services.

Flair honoree, Kristina McGrath graces the 
runway accompanied by her fashionable 
pets, Harley and Coco.

Gayle Harris and Gail Boorstein, key 
organizers of the Associate Board’s House 
and Garden Walk, pictured in one of the 
beautiful homes on this year’s walk.
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Fourth Annual Golf Outing 
Raises Nearly $70,000

 
Approximately 80 golfers came 
out to support Chicago Lighthouse 
North at the agency’s popular 4th 
Annual Charity Golf Tournament 
on August 29.

The event, which raised nearly 
$70,000 for programs at Chicago 
Lighthouse North in Glenview, 
took place at the North Shore 
Country Club. 

Special appreciation to our Ace 
Sponsor BMO Harris Bank and all 
our other sponsors.

Lighthouse Celebrates 
110th Anniversary with 
“LighthousePalooza” 

Dancing in the streets, tasty treats, 
music from Vision Quest, fun and 
games, all topped off by an inspir-
ing rap performance from our very 
own Martell Hill.

These were highlights of “Light-
housePalooza,” an event honoring 
110 years of outstanding work by 
Lighthouse staff.  The celebration 
took place last September 8th on 
the grounds of our facility at 1850 
Roosevelt Road.

Lighthouse President and CEO Dr. 
Janet Szlyk said that this was the 
organization’s way of thanking its 
employees.

$1M+
worth of charitable low vision services  

provided at our Low Vision Clinic 

 in Chicago, Glenview 

and our four satellite locations 

509
employees hired in our customer service 

centers—over 50% are blind, visually 

impaired, or otherwise disabled   

and 10% are Veterans

202
clients who are blind or visually impaired 

were provided pro bono legal services by 

our Kane Legal Clinic attorneys and staff

Board member David Huber (second to 
left) along with friends enjoyed a sunny day 
of golf to support The Chicago Lighthouse 
North.

Chief Operating Officer Pam Tully (center) 
along with other employees enjoyed the 
food truck fare between dancing and play-
ing games at LighthousePalooza!





upcoming events

Seeing What’s Possible 

Annual Gala:   

A Red Carpet Premiere

JUne 9, 2017

The Chicago Lighthouse 

 �arity

tournament

5th Annual Charity 

Golf Tournament

October 2, 2017

Jazz Night with  

Lisa Hilton

April 11, 2017

Flair: Fun. Fashion. 

Philanthropy.

Fall 2017

Associate Board 

House & Garden Walk

JUne 22, 2017  GHTS
S I P S  f o r Junior Board 

Sips for Sight

October 201731st Annual  
House & Garden Walk
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